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tenant, suggests that the Archbishop's suspicions of Swiff s
political unsoundness had gone so far as to cause the
seizure of a parcel of papers addressed to the Dean.1 " His
Excellency commanded me to give you his thanks for it,
and he hopes that if there appears enough against the
doctor to justify it, he is kept in confinement" Yet Swift
writes to Chetwode2 that the Archbishop "told me how
kind he had been in preventing my being sent to, etc."
Swift had nothing to thank the Archbishop for, as it would
seem; and King does not appear to have acted quite
straightforwardly, if it was really at his instigation that
Swift's correspondence was seized. A year later he wrote
to Swift:3 " We have a strong report that my Lord Boling-
broke will return here and be pardoned. ... I hope he can
tell no ill story of you "; but on Swift's expostulating with
him for making such a suggestion, he replies 4 that it was
only a jest. Yet it was an ugly jest, and the Archbishop
must have known that the Dean would not relish it. The
truth is, as I have said, that the two men never heartily
liked, or unreservedly trusted, each other; and now, that
the full correspondence is before us, it appears that Swift
had good reason for distrusting his " powerful neighbour at
St. Sepulchre's."5

There is yet another cause which may be assigned for
the gradual estrangement of these two great men, who
ought to have been friends. Narcissus Marsh, Primate
of All Ireland, died on 2, November, 1713, after a long
illness. Swift at one time, as it seems, had desired that

1  Mr. Ball points out to me that this is certain.  A letter, preserved
among the Blenheim MSS. (Hist. MSS. Comm. Report 8, Pt. i, p. 58),
of E. Budgell to the Lord Lieutenant, of date 19 May, 1715, descrihes
the seizure of the parcel and states that by direction of the Lords
Justices (of whom the Archbishop was one) two letters which it con-
tained were forwarded to the authorities for examination.

2  21 June, 1715.                       3 22 November, 1716.

4  12 January, 1717.

5  King's letter of 9 January, 1711, contains a severe criticism of a
brochure of Swift, of whose authorship he affects ignorance.
